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a too crude or inexpert handling of it, or the
sudden impact of it upon a mind made super-
sensitive by earlier adverse conditioning. Usually
the student leaves the room but is back again in a
few minutes good as new and eager to proceed.
Although we never require fainters to continue,
we are always happy that they do, for we feel sure
that they will soon become desensitized and started
on their way to a more balanced emotional atti-
tude. If they do not return, we try tactfully to de-
termine the cause of the inner disturbance. One
girl, I found, didn't want babies and didn't want
to hear about them. Too many children had ruined
her mother's life, she said.

THE QUESTION PERIOD

Most of all, children enjoy the question and
answer period. Boys, I find, are better questioners
than girls. They ask more questions, ask them
more directly, and ask them verbally more fre-
quently than girls. Questions asked by the class
form a reliable indication of their interest, their
present thinking, and also of "their past equip-
ment or store of knowledge, as detected by a vo-
cabulary not acquired in the class instruction.

Strangely enough, so trifling a thing as supply*